
Black Swamp Area Council
2013 Annual Report



2 Boy Scouts of America

Camp Life



3Black Swamp Area Council

It is the mission of the Black Swamp 
Area Council to be the leading youth 
organization in Northwest and West 
Central Ohio in developing positive 

values through leadership training and 
quality outdoor program opportunities.

On my honor I will do my best
To do my duty to God and my country

and obey the Scout Law;
To help other people at all times;
To keep myself physically strong,

Mentally awake, and morally straight.

Since 1910 Scouting has been preparing youth to become tomorrow’s leaders. 2013 was no different 
for the Black Swamp Area Council as we continue making today’s youth PREPARED FOR LIFE.  

Through our 2,300 dedicated volunteers and many generous donors we are able to provide a 
Scouting program to 7,071 youth.   As you review this recap of our past year of service and 
accomplishments, please note:

• Over 35,000 hours of community service were provided to the communities of Northwest and West Central 
Ohio.

• 1500 Boy Scouts and 1170 Cub Scouts participated in summer activities throughout our territory.

• 35 Boy Scouts attend the National Jamboree at the Summit Bechtel Family National Scout Reserve in West 
Virginia.

• 69 youth completed National Youth Leadership training. 

• 3,382 youth earned rank advancements.

• Our Learning for Life programs grew by over 14% to serve 861 young people. 

• 129 Eagle Scout ranks and 1 Venturing Silver Award were earned.

• The Council’s Capital Campaign has raised over $1,600,000 to make our camp facilities world class.  

• We provided over $13,400 in direct support in the form of camperships and registration assistance so youth 
throughout our territory got to experience summer camp and the Scouting program.

At the end of 2013 we bid farewell to our Scout Executive, Vic Pooler, who was promoted to become 
the Field Service Scout Executive for the Great Lakes Field Service Council, based in Detroit, 
Michigan and we welcome, Marc Kogan as our new Scout Executive.  

The following pages provide much more detail on what the Council has accomplished, and what we 
will continue to deliver to families and communities of West Central and Northwestern Ohio. 

We look forward to thanking each of you in person at one of our upcoming events.   We hope you will 
join us in helping Scouting grow and prosper for the next generation of leaders! Your support makes 
the difference for the youth that we serve!

Cary Cox       Stan Doty                     Scott Gray                         

Council President         Immediate Past Council President    Council Commissioner 

Scout OathMission Statement

A Note from the Black Swamp 
Area Council Key 3
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KEY 3
Council President Stan Doty
Scout Executive Vic Pooler
Council Commissioner Scott Gray
2013 COuNCiL OFFiCERS
Treasurer John Pinski
Vice President, Properties Chuck Clapper
Vice President, Program Curt Brookhart
Vice President, Administration Mark Miller
Vice President, Membership Mike Wolfe
Vice President, Endowment Robert Chesebro
Vice President, Finance Steve Wilder
Vice President, Development John Swearingen
Vice President, Marketing Open
Vice President, District Operations Open
Council Attorney Jeff Whitman
Immediate Past President Karl Heminger
2013 ExECuTIVE BOARD MEMBERS
Greg Allen Ed Ingold
Don Alexander Jeffrey Iten
Mike Ayers Jason Kimmet
Jacques Behar Roger (Dale) Laws
Dena Best Mark LIne
Brian Burkett Craig Marks
Craig Burnside Daniel Michel
Larry Busdeker Mark Miller
Sherri Brumbaugh Larry Musser
Phillip Caris Brad Newman
Lynn Child Jan Osborn
Judy Crawford Walt Poffenbaugh
Matthew Cunningham Chris Press
Robert Cupp Lynn Radabaugh
Brian Dicken Mike Saxton
William Finerty Robert Shrider
Richard Flowers Paul schmelzer
Amaris Haley Ralph Stelzer
Phil Havens Dan Vennekotter
Dave Heppner Steve Walker
Doug Hiegel Sharinda Welton
Linda Hirschfeld Adam Wehrman
Dave Huckeriede Chip Wood
Dee Huston David Woodruff

Black Swamp Area Council
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Activities

2013 Product Sale Highlights
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2013 Silver Beavers

ANgELA HALE – Great Oaks District

dOug HiEgEL– BSAC

DOuG SPEER – Hawthorn district

gARY mEYER – Hawthorn district
Gary is the Hawthorn District Advancement 
Chairman and Chartered Organization 
Representative for Pack and Troop 229. Retired 
from General Motors, Gary works part- time as 
a cabinet maker and wood worker at Custom 
Woodworking.
Gary started as the Tiger Cub Advisor in 
1991 followed by two years as a Den leader, 
two years as a Webelos Leader, Assistant 
Scoutmaster for 5 years and Scoutmaster for 
five years. Eight years on the Troop Committee, 
Troop and Pack Chartered Organization 

Representative.  In all, Gary has given 22 years 
of service to the Boy Scouts. Presently he is the 
Hawthorn District Advancement Chairman.
Gary was awarded the Scoutmaster Award of 
Merit in 2003 and the District Award of Merit in 
2010 along with the Scouter’s Key award. Other 
Scouting Recognitions he has received are 
the Council President’s Award in 2007, District 
Scoutmaster of the year in 2003 and the District 
Person of the year award in 2007.

Doug comes from the America Elm District 
and is an Insurance Agent and Member of the 
Black Swamp Area Council Board.  Doug has 
spent endless hours volunteering his time for 
the Scouting movement and the community.  
He spent 9 years as a worker for the Friends of 
Scouting Campaign, volunteering at the Special 
Kid’s Day at Camp Berry, and being a Trainer 
and presenter at the Board Member Orientation.  
Doug served as Vice President of Development 
from 2008 to 2011, Golf Outing Chairman 2011, 

2012, and 2013, Golf Outing Committee, 2001-
2013, Eagle Recognition Banquet Sponsor from 
2001 to 2013, and Capital Campaign Cabinet 
from 2011 to 2012. Doug also received the 
Black Swamp Area Council Presidents Award 
2012, Presidents Club 2010 to 2012, and the 
Eagle Patrol, 2010 to 2012.
Doug is a Hancock Leadership Graduate, and  a 
United Way Silver Award and Gaslight member.

Since 1999 Doug has filled many positions 
in Scouting.  He was Den Leader for 2 years, 
Assistant Cubmaster for 1 year, Cubmaster 
for 2 years, Committee Member, Committee 
Chair, Assistant Scoutmaster, Scoutmaster 
and Chartered Organization Representative 
and is currently a Crew Advisor and the District 
Commissioner.
On the Council level Doug has attended 
the University of Scouting for 5 years as a 
participant and worked on the staff for 4 years. 

He also attended the Cub Resource Training in 
2013.
Doug has received the District Award of Merit, 
Scoutmaster Award of Merit, Cub Scouter 
Award, Cub Scout Den Leader Award, 
Cubmaster Award, Scouter’s Key, Scouter 
Training Award and has earned his Wood 
Badge Beads in 2009. Doug has earned many 
other Scouting awards as well.
Doug is a volunteer Baseball Director, and an 
official for Little League and Pony League.

Angela is presently the District Commissioner 
and a Committee Member for Troop 82 in the 
Great Oaks District. She is a Medical Coding 
Specialist with,  KForce Healthcare in Tampa, 
Fl.
Angela  served as Cubmaster of Pack 82 from 
2002 until 2009.  She earned the Quality Unit 
Award, the Summertime Pack Award, and 
increased membership during her tenure. 
Angela has taken on the role of District 
Commissioner in 2013 and is recruiting new 

Unit Commissioners and helping the District as 
we expand to include Hardin County.
On the Council level she taught at the 
University of Scouting in 2010, volunteered 
on  the staff of Deliver the Promise/Trailblazer 
Event from 2010 to 2013, and conducted 
Camp visitations in 2013.
Angela has earned the District Award of Merit, 
Cubmaster Award, Scouter’s Key, Scouting 
Training Award, and Wood Badge Beads in 
2009.
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2013 Silver Beavers

Jim SHiLLiNg – Great Oaks District

VERL dASHER – Chinquapin District
 Verl began his career as a Cub Scout in 
1955, became a Boy Scout with Troop 64 and 
when he was 12 yrs. old he did his ordeal in 
Ketchikeniqua Lodge #238 in the Shawnee 
Council and earned his Brotherhood in 1962. 
In 1971 at the age of 22 he became the 
Scoutmaster of Troop 64.  The same year he 
did his first 50 miler.  In 2005, after fifty years 
of Boy Scouts he wrote his first book, “Venture 
Patrol”.  For the past 6 years he has been the 
committee Chairman of troop 315.  He has 

58 years of consecutive service.  He always 
attended the District outings and Camporees.
Verl has attend many Summer Camps, High 
Adventures, District camporees and many trips 
to the Appalachian Trails. Verl has attended 
over 20 trainings in scouting and has been a 
faithful member of his church and has always 
helped with volunteer maintenance.

What is the Silver 
Beaver Award?

The Silver Beaver Award is the council-level dis-
tinguished service award of the Boy Scouts of 
America. Recipients of this award are registered 
adult leaders who have made an impact on the 
lives of youth through service given to the Council. 
The Silver Beaver is an award given to those who 
implement the Scouting program and perform com-
munity service through hard work, self sacrifice, 
dedication, and many years of service. It is given to 
those who do not actively seek it.

Jim began his scouting career in 1958 as a 
Cub Scout in the Put-Han-Sen Area Council, 
earning  his Wolf, Bear, Lion and Arrow of 
Light badge.  In 1962 he crossed over to 
the Boy Scouts and was a Patrol Leader, 
Quartermaster, Senior Patrol Leader, and Jr. 
Assistant Scoutmaster. During this time Jim 
earned his Eagle Scout Badge, and in 1967 
the Bronze Palm. Jim served in many different 
positions through 1968 to1999. Jim was the 
Senior District Executive (1999 to 2006) for 
the Simon Kenton Council, Columbus, Ohio. 

He received the James E West Award (2002), 
Professional Knot (2001), Attended Philmont 
Training Center for Key Three and Advanced 
District Administration.
Presently he is a Unit Commissioner of 
American Elm District (6 years) and Committee 
Chairman for Troop 124, Ada, Oh. 
Jim was a Lion for four years (Oak Hill, WV). A 
Rotarian for 18 years Milwaukee, Wi, Oak Hill, 
Richlands, VA, Morgantown, WV, Hillsboro, 
Oh, and Ada Oh., and a Paul Harris Fellow.
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Capital Campaign

2013 National Jamboree, Scouting’s 
flagship event is one-of-a-kind. It’s a 
gathering of approximately 45,000 
Scouts, leaders, and staff that showcases 
everything that is great about the Boy 
Scouts of America.  Taking part in this were 
35 Scouts from all over the Black Swamp 
Area Council they came together to form 
the council C-136 and head to The Summit 
National High adventure base in West 

Virginia.  As part of this experience, the 
Scouts got to take part in skateboarding, 
canopy tour, the river, helmets /harnesses, 
wheels, marksmanship to name a few.   The 
Scouts left with lasting memories from the 
Summit, their leaders could see that the 
Scouts had developed into young men 
ready to go back to their home Troops and 
supply them with the leadership from their 
experience.

2013  National Jamboree

There were many successes in 2013 with 
the Capital Campaign. Great support came 
for many of the major projects at the camps.  
The pictures above show gift support from 
Hancock Wood Electric for the back –up 
generator project.  Also featured, is the 
groundbreaking ceremony for the coming 
improvement of Donnell Lodge.  We would 
also like to thank the many others that have 
pledged support to date of $1,600,000. 

This will help fund improving our camps to 
deliver the best outdoor program we can 
for all our youth in the Black Swamp Area 
Council.  As good fiscal stewards, we are 
still in need of support to completely fund 
some of our other projects at both Camp 
Berry and Camp Lakota. Please ask our 
professional staff or a volunteer on the 
Capital Campaign committee to explain the 
needs.    
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iNCOmE EXPENSES
Activities/Special Events $   302,532 Management
Camping/Programs $   457,952 Programs
Investments $   279,486 Fundraising
Product Sales $   332,171
Annual Gifts $   239,341
United Ways $   108,835
Store Sales,other $   135,517
Foundations/Grants $     66,657 These are unaudited results

                        $  

Membership & Financial Reports

Cub Scouts

Boy Scouts

Venturing

Exploring

Learning for Life

Membership 
as of 12/31/13 

….3796 
….1830 
….584 
….247 
….614 
Total 7071 

Packs

Troops

Crews

LFL/Post

...117 
….112 
….25 
….21 
Total 275 

Units 
as of 12/31/13 
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Venturing Awards for Advancement 2013
SiLVER AWARd 

Shelby Adkins of Crew 601

Class of 2013 Eagle Scouts

Brandon Butterfield Troop 124
Aaron Osborn Troop 150
Austin Gilbert Troop 164
Noah Stump Troop 302
Keith Bouts Troop 304
Bryce Tichenor Troop 304
Colton Hamilton Troop 308
Caleb Short Troop 308
Michael Bils Troop 318
Stuart Collins Troop 319
Thomas Gilgen Troop 319
Zachary Kinn Troop 338
Lewis Larsen Troop 338
Matthew Beal Troop 342
Jordan Beal Troop 342
David Dryden Troop 342
Drew Hanna Troop 342
Daniel Schmidt Troop 342
Justin Tannehill Troop 342
Andrew Weiss Troop 342
Robert Schultz Troop 412

Levi Galloway Troop 408
Jason Lucius Troop 435
Brady Kohlenberg Troop 443
Tyler Ruble Troop 443
Blake Borer-Miller Troop 444
Nicholas Cummings Troop 444
Travis Gase Troop 444
Mitchell Haren Troop 444

Travis Haynes Troop 13
Camden Short Troop 63
Zachary Lambert Troop 70
Brandon Rohdy Troop 70
Connor Whitford Troop 70
Bryan Wolfe Troop 70
Alec Nash Troop 72
Joshuah Braun Troop 74
Alexander Kochert Troop 74
Hayden Runyan Troop 74
Lucas Wertman Troop 74
Sean Eitniear Troop 75
Justin Howard Troop 76

AMERICAN ELM DISTRICT

BUCKEYE DISTRICT

CHINQUAPIN DISTRICT

James Howard III Troop 76 
Austin Dilyard Troop 79
Kyle Wank Troop 141
Joshua Buchenberg Troop 166
Spencer Frederick Troop 167
Daniel Lambert Troop 167
Keegan O'Neil Troop 167
Samuel Black Troop 262
Joel Flory Troop 333
David Scannell Troop 1222
Wesley Stambaugh Troop 1222 

Tyler Rigg Troop 47
Christopher Blanchard Troop 49
Anthony Siefker Troop 65
Jared Ross Troop 82
Kevin Barber Troop 84
Jacob Martin Troop 84
Alan Tyrrell Jr Troop 84
Darrell Allman Troop 103
Austin Hull Troop 103
Michael Cline Troop 176
Jonaton Moser Troop 256
Justin Paul Troop 256
Roger Zeits Troop 256

Zachary Hermiller Troop 19
Ian Jones Troop 19
Jacob Nicholson Troop 19
Zachary Ramsey Troop 19
Jonathon Shepard Troop 19
Dustin Taylor Troop 19
Quintin Mengerink Troop 31
Derrick Marsee Troop 45
Phillip Loveland Troop 221
Gage Hoehne Troop 224
Jeffrey Kaufman Troop 224
Evan Kaufman Troop 224
Matthew Ketner Troop 224
Joshua Kuhlman Troop 224
Herman Recker Troop 224
Alex Siefer Troop 224
Frederick Warren Troop 224
Benjamin Karhoff Troop 229
Luke Kleman Troop 229

GREAT OAKS DISTRICT

HAWTHORN DISTRICT

Jacob Leopold Troop 229
Dylan Llewellyn Troop 229
Benjamin Recker Troop 229
Jason Schnipke Troop 229
Kyle Hellman Troop 230
Jason Krietemeyer Troop 230
Dillon Schimmoeller Troop 230
Alexander Sealts Troop 230
Jeremy Smith Troop 230
Dylan Van Loo Troop 230
Timothy Feasel Troop 266
Cory Fischer Troop 266
Bradly Matson Troop 315

Trevor Frey Troop 4
Jacob Will Troop 4
Zachary Strawn Troop 9
Wesley Temple Troop 9
Samuel Bowers Troop 14
Travis Fisher Troop 14
Austin Klingler Troop 14
Gabriel Williams Troop 14
Garrett Hogenkamp Troop 44
Jarod Schmitmeyer Troop 44
Nathan Adams Troop 69
Gerard Braun II Troop 69
Lucas Warner Troop 69
Mathew Dawson Troop 95
Eric Francis Troop 95
Adrian Speelman Troop 95
Darrin Broering Troop 97
Randy Knapschaefer Troop 97
Jacob Tangeman Troop 97
Austin Dennison Troop 98
Isaac Myers Troop 98
Nathan Fullenkamp Troop 99
Isaac Keller Troop 99
Ryan Muhlenkamp Troop 101
Zachary Huff Troop 138
Jacob Laman Troop 162
Nathan Huber Troop 360
Johnathon Meier Troop 360
Derek Pietrzak Troop 360
Andrew Vondrell Troop 360

OLD SYCAMORE DISTRICT
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Adventure & Excitement



Black Swamp Area Council
2100 Broad Avenue
Findlay, Ohio 45840
419-422-4356 • 800-686-4220
www.bsac449-bsa.org

Scout Law: A Scout is…

trustworthy

courteous

thrifty

loyal

kind

brave

helpful

obedient

clean

friendly

cheerful

reverent


